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It is understandable that Christians seek social 
influence … But in the future, Christians will likely 
exert that influence less from the centers of 
power and more from social margins. 
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For the early Christian communities, to be 
persecuted was not a cause of alarm but an 
(unpleasant) occasion for rejoicing. To be tucked 
in a dark corner outside the public view was not 
a sign of failure but of keeping good company. 
Much like many persecuted followers of Christ in 
the world today, the early churches seemed to 
have dealt with their precarious marginality with 
confidence and creativity. 





CONCEDE



DEFEND



It is very hard for a man to defend anything of which he is entirely 
convinced. It is comparatively easy when he is only partially 
convinced. He is partially convinced because he has found this or 
that proof of the thing, and he can expound it. But a man is not 
really convinced of a philosophic theory when he finds that 
something proves it. He is only really convinced when he finds 
that everything proves it. And the more converging reasons he 
finds pointing to this conviction, the more bewildered he is if 
asked suddenly to sum them up. Thus, if one asked an ordinary 
intelligent man, on the spur of the moment, "Why do you prefer 
civilization to savagery?" he would look wildly round at object 
after object, and would only be able to answer vaguely, "Why, 
there is that bookcase . . . and the coals in the coal-scuttle . . . and 
pianos . . . and policemen." The whole case for civilization is that 
the case for it is complex. It has done so many things. But that 
very multiplicity of proof which ought to make reply 
overwhelming makes reply impossible.



There is, therefore, about all complete conviction a 
kind of huge helplessness. The belief is so big that it 
takes a long time to get it into action. And this 
hesitation chiefly arises, oddly enough, from an 
indifference about where one should begin. All roads 
lead to Rome; which is one reason why many people 
never get there. In the case of this defence of the 
Christian conviction I confess that I would as soon 
begin the argument with one thing as another; I 
would begin it with a turnip or a taximeter cab.



CRITIQUE



There are therefore two poles in the unbelieving mind 
and heart, which I call the “dilemma pole” and the 
“diversion pole”. The dilemma pole expresses the logic 
of the fact that the more consistent people are to their 
own view of reality, the less close they are to God’s 
reality and the more likely they are to feel their 
dilemma. The diversion pole expresses the fact that the 
less consistent people are to their own view of reality, 
the closer they are to God’s reality, so the more they 
must find a diversion. Neither pole is necessarily closer 
to God, because unbelief as unbelief will not bow to 
God either way, but the people at either pole are 
relating to God and to their own claims to truth in 
entirely different ways. 



Expressed like that, it is obvious that most people 
would prefer to be closer to the inconsistency but 
comfort of the diversion pole, rather than to the 
courage and consistency but discomfort of the 
dilemma pole. In other words most would prefer to live 
as if God were there, with all the benefits that makes 
possible, even though they deny God in both theory 
and practice. The reverse is harder to carry off, and for 
that reason it is also rarer. 





COMMEND







So that is the outline of the official story – the tale of the time 
when God was the underdog and got beaten, when He submitted 
to the conditions He had laid down and became a man like the 
men he had made, and the men He had made broke Him and 
killed Him. This is the dogma we find so dull – this terrifying 
drama of which God is the victim and hero. 

If this is dull, then what, in Heaven’s name, is worthy to be called 
exciting? The people who hanged Christ never, to do them 
justice, accused Him of being a bore; on the contrary, they 
thought Him too dynamic to be safe. It has been left for later 
generations to muffle up that shattering personality and 
surround Him with an atmosphere of tedium. We have very 
efficiently pared the claws of the Lion of Judah, certified Him 
“meek and mild,” and recommended Him as a fitting household 
pet for pale curates and pious old ladies. 







CIVIC FRIENDSHIP









LEAPING THE GAP







Then, zealously, in dependence upon God, do the little you can do; do it 
well, and keep on doing it. You and I are not called upon to regulate the 
world nor to stay the raging sea of human sin. Let us not attempt to 
wield the divine sceptre; it befits us not. Naturally, you would like to set 
all people right … But, my brother, the task is beyond you. Be careful to 
be right yourself in your own life, and be resolute to bear your 
complete, honest, obedient testimony to all the truth you know; and 
there leave the business, for you are not responsible beyond your 
possibilities. 

No one of us is much more than an emmet on its little hill. Now, if yon 
tiny ant were to indulge in serious reflections upon the state of London, 
and forget to assist in the labours of the insect commonwealth, it would 
be a foolish creature; but if it will let those great matters alone, and go 
on doing its antwork, as an ant, it will fill its little sphere, and answer 
the purpose of its Maker. … Leave the reins of the universe in the hand 
of the Maker of the universe, and then do what he has given you to do, 
in his fear, and by his Spirit, and more will come of it than you dare to 
hope. 



We are like coral insects building each one his minute portion of a 
structure far down in the deeps of obscurity. We cannot as yet war 
with those vaunted ironclads which sweep the ocean, and hurl 
destruction upon cities; and yet – who knows? we may build and 
build until we pile up a reef upon which the proudest navies may 
be wrecked. By the steady, simple, honest, Christian upbuilding of 
holiness and truth – defying no one, attacking no one – we may 
nevertheless create a situation which will be eminently perilous to 
the boastful craft of falsehood and scepticism. … The life of God in 
man, patience in suffering, perseverance in well-doing, 
faithfulness to truth, prayer in the Holy Ghost, supreme zeal for 
the divine glory and unstaggering faith in the unseen God, these 
are our battle-axe and weapons of war; and, by the aid of the Holy 
Ghost, we shall win the battle ere the day comes to its close. Till 
then, O Lord, when our heart is overwhelmed, lead us to the rock 
which is higher than we are! 
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