
1

Dr. Kate Harrison Brennan

Anglican Deaconess Ministries AGM
Thursday, 1 November 2018

Thank you, Jenni, for your comments and for your amazing leadership as our board chair. And thank you, 
ADM members, for taking the time to come tonight and for joining us in this important work of advancing 
God’s Kingdom. 

As you know, ADM has always had a special focus to raise up Christian women equipped with a reformed 
evangelical perspective for Gospel work, and it is our privilege to do that in a variety of ways as God leads 
us. The Deaconesses worked hard to establish this ministry as God led them, modeling for us what the 
gifted Anglican writer Dorothy L Sayers once said, “The only Christian work is good work well done.”  
We are bringing that same ethic of excellence and integrity to every part of ADM, knowing that that as we 
do, it strengthens our Gospel witness and deepens our desire for others to know the abundant life only 
Jesus Christ offers. Yet without his atoning sacrifice on the cross and his daily intercession for us now, none 
of this is possible. This work requires us to acknowledge together our Lord’s presence in prayer. In fact, 
over the course of our time together tonight, I’m going to ask us to pause and pray. So let’s begin in prayer:

Almighty God, we are both humbled and grateful to be entrusted with your Good News of salvation as 
Christian women. We are humbled that in your amazing grace you would choose us to do this ministry at 
all. And we are grateful to see your hand guiding us in so many areas of our work and lives. We pray that 
tonight’s meeting would honour you as we reflect on your countless mercies to us. Hear our prayers,  
O God, in Christ’s name, Amen. 

CELEBRATING GOD’S GOODNESS
If we had a theme for tonight’s gathering, it would be celebrating God’s goodness. God’s goodness is 
a constant, even when we know that so many in our world, our country and this city experience deep 
brokenness. 

ADM was founded to help Christian women respond to the crucial needs around them with the Good 
News of the Gospel, to offer hope and a hand to those struggling to find either. 

The work of ADM was begun by Rev. Mervyn and Martha Archdall down here at St Philip’s Church Hill in 
the face of opposition because they were “evangelicals.” They were viewed suspiciously by others in the 
Diocese, who also questioned their qualifications to undertake the work that they saw needed to be done. 
There was debate within the Diocese about whether it was suitable for women to be doing Deaconess 
work at all. 

The challenge that Mervyn and Martha Archdall saw for gospel witness in Australia in the 1890s was 
expressed in the organisation’s first publication:

‘How should we utilize the God given endowments of women for the good of the human family?’ 

After 50 years of ADM, at our AGM, it was noted that:

‘from small beginnings the effectual prayer of righteous men and women and their sacrificial giving has 
availed much’

After 100 years of ADM, the then Archbishop, Donald Robinson, who went to be with the Lord in 
September this year said of ADM:

‘I cannot be but impressed by the dedication, innovation and creativity displayed in the ministry of our 
deaconesses. They have been involved in many pioneering ministries and have been prepared to move 
out and to work were many others have been hesitant to go. They have shown innovative, creative and 
faithful selfless dedication to ministry.’

CEO’S ADDRESS
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And, after 128 years of faithful service, ADM remains committed to the same call from the Lord. We raise up 
Christian women. For the glory of God. For the good of the world.

We want others to know Jesus. We want women in our churches to be effective in their gospel work.  
We want Christian women to experience God’s goodness, to be theologically equipped to understand  
their vocation and steward their gifts. And we want them to engage their neighbours with the good  
news of Jesus in the unique ways God has gifted them for these changing times. We want ADM, as a 
Christ-centred women’s foundation, to serve the whole body of Christ, to come along side women who 
want to offer their lives for God’s glory.

Today, we have 12 ministry programs which include 6 new programs in the past year. In this past year, we 
have provided theological education to 237 students through MAC alone, funded 40 Christian women and 
supported them through further training, and hosted 1,119 people at ADM events.

Such a mission and a commitment is cause for great celebration, not because we’ve arrived or we always 
get it right. We don’t. But because the good news of Christ’s death and resurrection sustains us. As Paul 
writes in 2 Corinthians 5, “Christ’s love compels us because we are convinced that one died for all”. And 
no matter what challenges we face in our contemporary culture or what troubling accounts of brokenness 
we might hear, as Paul writes later in 1Timothy 6, “we will fight the good fight of the faith, taking hold of the 
eternal life to which we were called”. 

And so we celebrate first the visionary work God has given ADM to do and his many provisions in this 
ministry. Could we pause right now and silently give thanks to God for the many many servants who have 
shaped Anglican Deaconess Ministries? (pause) Amen. 

LIFE LONG LEARNING
One of the great joys for me this past year has been to see ADM flourish as a garden in the city. I’m 
inspired every time I watch first time visitors walk through our doors and discover this space. This year 
they’ve joined a growing number of first time and returning students who have taken classes through 
Mary Andrews College or participated in one of our ministries of Public Engagement. 

With MAC, we celebrate the fact that we had our largest ever-graduating class! Forty-eight students 
earned diplomas and certificates at our graduation ceremony last March at Village Church, Annandale. 
Over 250 guests joined us that evening, as Dr. Louise Gosbell challenged the graduates and their guests 
on the importance of theological study for life long discipleship. “If we are willing to spend three or more 
years training for a career as part of our earthly lives,” she told the crowd, “how much more should we 
consider training in God’s word – not just for a career, but to train us for life? And not just earthly life, but 
eternal life?” It was an extraordinary message for an extraordinary ceremony. 

MAC’s Open Weeks also jumped from 35 registrations in the first Semester to 76 in the second Semester. 
80 guests received powerful insights from biblical scholar Mary J. Evans as she taught on how to 
read the Old Testament with fresh eyes. 20 women came along to Create & Refresh weekend at The 
Hermitage as Di Morgan helped them strengthen their prayer life. Our recent focus mornings have 
included 153 registrations, and next year’s units and short courses include a range of timely subjects in 
pastoral care, mental health issues, and biblical training. 

In January this year, in the lead up to Australia Day, we also held our first Summer School of Theology, 
Culture and Public Engagement, creating a space in a busy city for Christians to immerse themselves 
in theological reflection on the ideas shaping our culture and to cultivate the skills which will help them 
better engage the world with Jesus. The Summer School is inspired by our tradition at ADM of providing 
theological formation that is deeply pastoral, practical and public. We hosted 140 participants in our sold 
out venue, who enjoyed learning from 16 world-class speakers. In one seminar that week with the editor 
of ABC Religion and Ethics, all of us who took part were aware of the depth of godly wisdom and practical 
experience brought to the class by a row of former and current hospital chaplains, all MAC students. Our 
learning experience throughout the week was enriched by the fact that 1/3 of participants were current or 
former MAC students, and 1/3 of participants had never been to any MAC or ADM event previously. 
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The experience of many at the Summer School was beautifully summed up by James Monaghan who 
described it in this way:

‘The choice of speakers and subjects was wonderful … the clarity of vision manifest in the program was 
excellent. The material and intellectual hospitality was a delight.’

We look forward to hosting our brothers and sisters from the church to take part in our next School of 
Theology, Culture and Public Engagement in January 2019 as we host a number of Christian leaders from 
Australia and around the world. As I shared the names of those speakers with deaconesses and retired 
deacons at morning tea this week, the room erupted with their enthusiasm to attend and so we look 
forward to hosting them for the first time this year. 

Grounded in each opportunity for theological formation that we provide is the conviction that, as 
Proverbs 1:7 says, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and 
instruction.” Seeing women become more like Christ, growing in their biblical wisdom and knowledge 
of the Lord is a great joy. As one woman said, “Studying at MAC has given me skills, knowledge & 
encouragement to serve Jesus in my local congregation with a renewed confidence based on God’s 
word. I started with the Pastoral Care course, now have Diploma of Ministry and am currently finishing 
a Diploma of Theology. I can’t get enough! Thank you MAC and thank you God for this amazing 
opportunity! I have been greatly blessed, hoping to be a blessing to others in Christ’s name.”

Could we pause now to give thanks silently for the good work of Mary Andrews College, and to pray for 
the ongoing theological education and formation of so many students as well as for MAC’s faculty and 
leadership team? 

From the classroom to community life, we celebrate how God has worked in the many gatherings around 
public engagement here and throughout Sydney.  Over 100 women—new to the work of ADM—have 
joined us for the Thursday night Engage sessions that provide fellowship, food and opportunities to 
hear Christian women speakers. Throughout the year, we have hosted women for breakfasts, brunches, 
lunches, dinners, workshops and special lectures in our garden in the city. How do they find it? One 
called it, “Super encouraging. Inspiring, warm, laid-back.” 

Another told us, “ADM is a godsend for women who for whatever reason don’t have institutional support 
for professional development . . . Thanks so much – this is a wonderful ministry”.

And the wonderful ministries don’t stop there. At last year’s AGM, I told you about Senior Research 
Fellow Dr. Meredith Lake, who’s ADM fellowship enabled her to complete her singularly important book, 
“The Bible in Australia: A Cultural History.” Not only will Meredith be our annual lecturer next week—and I 
hope you can join us for that—but her book received this year’s Christian book of the year award and the 
Sydney Morning Herald praised it, calling it, “endlessly fascinating.” Right now it’s hard to keep up with 
Meredith as she prepares for other talks, interviews, and honorary lectures—often with her 10-month old 
daughter Heidi in her arms! 

Could we pause now to pray silently for Meredith who is currently preparing our Annual Public Lecture for 
next Thursday evening, and more broadly, as she is given more opportunities as a Gospel witness in our 
nation’s public life?

Happily, Meredith is one of many gifted women ADM supports. Other senior and summer fellows 
have gone on to publish their biblical scholarship in academic journals and books, lead workshops at 
conferences around the world, complete theatrical plays, develop new ministries, and break new ground 
in their respective fields. Not only that but our Annual Funding Event last month reflected the many 
interests and Gospel-centred opportunities of Australian Christian women in Queensland, Tasmania, 
Melbourne, Sydney and even London. For instance, Sono Leone received our People’s choice award; 
Sono is an Indigenous Christian leader who founded Strong Women Talking, a ministry that helps 
Indigenous women leave domestic violence. This was Sono’s first presentation in something like  
this and we’re grateful that she introduced us to such significant work.
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ADM also celebrates the privilege of supporting several innovative ministries in the arts. Why is that 
important? Because as the popular pastor’s pastor, Eugene Peterson—who recently went to be with the 
Lord—once wrote, “Right now one of the essential Christian ministries in and to our ruined world is the 
recovery and exercise of the imagination in the arts. Imagination and explanation are designed (by God) 
to work in tandem!” In other words, Christian discipleship and evangelism opportunities are strengthened 
when we explore creative forms of artistic expression – when both imagination and explanation are 
ignited by the Word. This we know is an extension of our Creator God who has made each of us in his 
image as creative beings.

Let’s celebrate the diverse voices and expressions of our fellows and funding participants by praying 
silently that through his Holy Spirit, God might continue to inspire and lead them for his glory. Amen.

CHURCH RESOURCES
We celebrate the great honour it is to be a part of Christ’s body, to show our love for the church, and to 
commit our resources to the growth and witness of the church, for when one part struggles or rejoices 
each part does as well. So we rejoice that Keith and Sarah Condie have completed the Building A Safe 
& Strong Marriage course, a unique curriculum designed to be used for couples in church groups that 
combines strong biblical content with significant insights from marriage research. The sessions include 
input from Keith and Sarah, along with interviews from six couples for an accumulated 150 years of 
marriage experience and wisdom! It’s already been effectively used in a handful of churches and will  
be available through Koorong at the end of November. 

Sarah Condie has also pioneered the development of the Raising Resilient Parents Course, in a 
collaboration with Lyn Worsley, a clinical psychologist and Director of the Resilience Centre. Sarah and 
Lyn won a grant from Fuller Seminary in California to develop and implement a 10 month pilot of the 
program for first time parents at Church by the Bridge in Kirribilli. One participant who took part in the 
pilot program expressed the lasting impact that the course has had for her in this way:

‘The knowledge I learnt in the course and the experiences I shared with other Mums have been really 
important in building my resilience during tough times. It was also great to do this course in a Church 
setting, so that people could share their faith and how that informs their experience as a parent.’

The pilot was so successful that Sarah and Lyn received a follow-on grant from Fuller to expand the 
course to a further five churches which will begin in November. 

Keith has also been busy serving churches as he’s increasingly invited to speak at church gatherings, 
Sunday schools and parents’ groups to explore a biblical response to caring for those with mental health 
issues. We have partnered in various ways with Anglicare and over 60 churches around the country in 
providing resources and workshops for mental health and pastoral care. There’s a growing need in our 
culture to address the difficult issues of depression, suicide and other illnesses and ADM, through our 
Mental Health and Pastoral Care Institute, is responding with some of the best biblical and professional 
work possible. 

Though we celebrate God’s provision with Keith and Sarah and their team, we are also aware of the  
sorrow in God’s heart for those who experience mental illness, and for those who love and care for them. 
Let’s pause to thank God for Keith and Sarah and for their work while also praying that those experiencing 
mental illness, and those caring for them, would be assured by the hope of the Gospel amidst their 
suffering. Amen.
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OPENING PATHWAYS FOR CHRISTIAN WOMEN
Tonight we celebrate the new ground broken for mercy and justice in our ministries in the past year. On 
Tuesday I spoke with our retired deaconesses, as well as some retired female deacons, about our work 
in this area in the past year, and how the life of Deaconess June Armstrong who went to Oenpelli as a 
CMS missionary continues to inspire me. June went to be with the Lord in April 2016. 

In her later years, June wrote an account of her life in order, as she said, ‘to reveal God’s faithfullnees, 
love, kindness and protective care.’ June recounted how ‘from a very young age of my life I wanted to be 
a nurse.’ It was during her training that June says that came to ‘understand that God’s love for me was so 
great that Jesus died for my sins.’ 

Looking back at her time in Oenpelli as a Mission Trained Nurse, June wrote: 

“I was the only one on the station having the care of about seven hundred Aboriginal adults and their 
children as well as the medical care of about 12 mission staff. The doctor was far away in Darwin and  
my contact with him was through a two-way radio. 

At Oenpelli, God was about to multiply my nursing talents for I was going to meet up with medical 
conditions that I had never met up with before. I was diagnosing and making important medical 
decisions for the people and asking myself questions such as, “Can I treat this person here or do  
I need to ask for the expensive medical plane to come and evacuate the person?” …

I had the responsibility of seeing that all the children were fully immunised against whooping cough  
and poliomyelitis and diphtheria as well as the care of antenatal mothers. Life was busy and interesting. 
I was there to make God’s love known by my words and most importantly for them, by my actions. They 
are a most discerning people and could detect if you really meant what you said.”

Deaconesses, like June, made the Gospel known in word and action. They relied on God to multiply their 
talents for the need. And, as you heard in that last line of what June wrote, they knew that they were 
serving discerning people who could tell whether or not they had integrity. 

Since last year’s AGM, we have completed two Mercy & Justice programs: our Syrian Refugee Response 
Grants, which enabled 8 Anglican Churches in Sydney to serve 1,200 refugees, and our first program 
under our Mercy & Justice strategy.  This first program was a partnership grant to the Aboriginal 
Evangelical Fellowship’s Grief Trauma and Loss pilot project. In the pilot project, original materials 
including a training manual, workbook and creative therapy tools were created by Keren Masters, an 
Aboriginal Christian woman and Clinical Counseller and 12 Aboriginal Christian women took part in a 
Training of Trainers Workshop. These Trainers then held four community workshops in Glebe, Dubbo, 
Newcastle and rural Queensland. Feedback from these workshops in the pilot phase included the 
comments, “It all makes sense.” “It’s so powerful because we have God to turn to,” and “We need more 
of these workshops, when’s the next workshop.”?  

The lasting outcomes of the programs themselves are significant, but perhaps what is less evident, but 
far more important, is that this program has been led by Aboriginal Christian women, themselves. In 
this, we follow the example of June Armstrong who knew that it was God who gifted people, multiplies 
talents, and calls us to serve with integrity. We are compelled to use our gifts, talents and funds to raise 
up Aboriginal Christian women leaders and to serve them with integrity. With strong interest from the 
AEF to take the pilot nationally, and a new grant made to the Anglican Diocese of the North Territory for 
a Training Partnership that would see an Aboriginal Christian women being part of the Diocesan Ministry 
Team for the first time in the Territory, this is our task ahead. 

In each of these cases, we have followed the pattern that ADM has always had in opening up pathways 
for Christian women. When ADM was founded, Rev. Mervyn Archdall, sacrificed ¼ of his stipend to 
enable the work that his wife, Martha was undertaking. 
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It takes someone to put down the money first, to encourage and invite others to give sacrificially, as they 
are able. 

Our vision for ADM’s Mercy & Justice ministries is to put down the first money on each of our projects, 
inviting others to join us. 

Through our Mercy & Justice ministries, we want to see the drawing room praying and giving circles for 
the 21st century, connecting Christian women for Kingdom impact, tackling the serious diminishment of 
women and children.

In our time, we want to make the most of technology to foster this connection online, and in person, inviting 
co-investors in our mission to see women in contexts of poverty flourish in their image bearing of God. 

We want to enable Christian women to be for women: 

To release their time, talents and funds for women excluded and in poverty. 

CONCLUSION
Our vision for women flourishing in Kingdom work sees women who have received Christ Jesus as Lord 
continuing to live their lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as they were taught. 
And so, as Colossians chapter 2 tells us, it is right to overflow with thankfulness and respond in gratitude. 

I want to express our gratitude for God’s mercy and grace, for his many provisions for our organisation 
and in the lives of his people who have been a blessing to ADM and who share our Gospel commitment. 
Thank you, Deaconesses, for your faithful service and examples to all of us to press on toward the goal 
of knowing Christ Jesus our Lord. Thank you, board members and ADM members, for your prayers, 
encouragement and wisdom as you serve Christ with your respective gifts and calling. ADM values each 
of you as we move forward. 

The harvest is ready; may God make us all ready to work. 


