
	

 
ADM announces 2018 Fellows 
Meet the exceptional Christian women who will be making culture next year … 
 
Sydney, 15 December 2017  
  
Six remarkable Christian women have been awarded 2018 Fellowships at Anglican Deaconess 
Ministries (ADM) after a highly-competitive selection process. 
 
ADM Fellowships will give these women the funding, space and support needed to work on year-long 
projects that include writing books, designing courses and composing music. 
 
For the first time, ADM has also funded Summer Fellowships for another five Christian women to 
undertake a variety of research and creative projects during the month of January 2018. 

The ADM Fellowships Program seeks to raise up Christian women to make culture, by supporting 
those who demonstrate excellence in their field and providing platforms to engage the public with 
their work.  

ADM Fellows receive a substantial annual bursary of up to $80,000 (for full-time Senior Fellowships), 
and Summer Fellows AUD $3,000. In addition, they receive space in the ADM office, professional 
development in public engagement skills and opportunities to platform their work. Fellows are also 
provided with forums to pursue deeper theological engagement with their field of work, and to 
connect with Christian mentors and networks. 

As part of their Fellowships, these women will also have access to the training and development 
opportunities offered at ADM’s School for Theology, Culture and Public Engagement from 22–25 
January 2018.  

The ADM Fellowships Program has been incredibly successful for this year’s Fellows. ADM Senior 
Research Fellow Dr Alix Beeston was appointed Lecturer at Cardiff University in Wales in October, and 
a book by ADM Senior Research Fellow Dr Meredith Lake, titled The Bible in Australia – A Cultural 
History, will be published NewSouth Books (UNSW Press) in April 2018. 
 
“Through the ADM Fellowships Program, I was given all the things I needed to finish my three-year 
history project: a desk to call ‘home’, great colleagues to learn from and even financial support for my 
research,” said Dr Lake. She continued: “I also had access to professional development that made me 
think more deeply about the connections between faith, the world and creative work.” 
 
In welcoming the 2018 Fellows, ADM CEO Dr Kate Harrison Brennan said: “It has been a privilege to 
see this year’s Fellows develop their God-given gifts and use them to engage, theologically and 
publicly, with our culture. We look forward to our 2018 Fellows making valuable contributions to our 
society, in a way that points towards Christ.” 
 
ADM’s 2018 Fellows and Senior Fellows are: 

KIRSTY BEILHARZ, ADM Senior Creative Fellow – Project: ‘Meaningful and memorable: Music vigil’ 

KIRSTEN BIRKETT, ADM Senior Research Fellow – Project: ‘A Christian study of happiness’ 

MONICA COOK, ADM Senior Research Fellow – Project: ‘What to expect before you’re expecting’ 



	

KATE BRADFORD, ADM Senior Research Fellow – Project: ‘Providing faithful and hopeful pastoral 
care to a particular person, in a specific context at a specific time’ 

YIXIN JIANG XU, ADM Senior Research Fellow – Project: ‘Countercultural: Christian parenting in a 
Chinese context’ 

LAURA RADEMAKER, ADM Senior Research Fellow – Project: ‘Crisis of faith? Gender and 
secularisation in Australia, 1960-1980’ 
 

ADM’s 2018 Summer Fellows are: 

JO KADLECEK, ADM Summer Creative Fellow – ‘Connecting the Dots: An imagined conversation for 
the stage’ 

LYN KIDSON, ADM Summer Research Fellow – ‘Honour widows who are widows indeed: Care of the 
vulnerable, charity, and the practice of piety in creating social change’ 

CHRISTINE POON, ADM Summer Research Fellow – ‘Not a drop wasted: Improving the life-saving 
outcomes of donated blood’ 

BROOKE SCRIVEN, ADM Summer Research Fellow – ‘The social production of children’s worship in 
Bible lessons’ 

ROBYN WRIGLEY-CARR, ADM Summer Research Fellow – ‘Soul Friends: Journeying with women of 
wisdom through the ages’ 

For further information, visit deaconessministries.org.au/fellowships. 
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